Exile on Main Street?
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Embracing action for community development and social justice (‘seeking the welfare
of the city’) as a core component of the mission of the church is a foundation for
effective local church life — but one that evangelicalism has seriously undermined for
nearly one hundred years. The results are all too clear: largely ineffective evangelism
and growing marginalisation within society. But the tide has turned — in both theology
and practice.

We've seen it in our experience of Soul in the City in Wimbledon. Those in the church
who got involved for one week in August 2004 simply couldn’t leave the young
people on the local estate without any contact for another year. So they went down
on a Thursday evening and played football with them. A year later they did another
week of concentrated activity on the estate — and at the end of it some of the young
people indicated they wanted to become Christians.

When you get involved with people and build real relationships you can'’t just drop
them — they have become real people, not just potential converts. And when you
treat people with that kind of genuineness, they respond. If we insist on identifying
two activities called evangelism and social action, then evangelism without social
action is inadequate and less effective, because it doesn’t represent the reality of
God and encourage people to want to know God. When people see that we care,



