The Blackley Declaration - January 2007

Recognising our call as God's peopleto be a witnessto God's Kingdom that has both come
in ksusand is still to come inits fullness, we call our churchesto further reflection and ac-
tion an the place of women within the leadership of church life, and especially in what is
commonly called "the ministry',

We are grateful for all who have led us onthis matter in past and present generations, but
we rermain troubled that having been one of the first denominationsto recognise the or-
dained ministry of women, there is still such a low percentage of women on the BUGE Ac-
credited List of Baptist Ministers,

Whilst there is no formal bar on wormen's calling as Baptist ministers being recognised
within our churches, we believe that the slow rate of change in our actual practice shows
that there is cultural resistance.

Az a people who take seriously the authority of the Bble, we believe this situation exists be-
cause we have an inadeguate way of underganding and interpreting those Scriptures that
are commonly seen as being directly relevant onthis matter. YWe call on our fellow ministers
and church leaderships to re-engage with Scripture and with one another, listening carefully
towhat each hasto say.

We must further examine the cultures of which we are a part to be more alert tothe sexism
we believe exists amongst us We believe such sexism is part of our fallen nature, from
which Christ came to deliver us, and that we are called to repent and behave differently in
Christ's Kingdam.

We challenge the attitude that regardsthis is anissue of relative unimportance in being wit-
nessestothe Gospel The first calling of God's Church in mission is always to be a commu-
nitythat bearswitnesstothetruth of God's Kingdorm in the way it lives, demonstrating that
the world isworldly, and that there is an alternative way. We believe that currently in this
matter our lived witness pointsthe opposite way to the vision, values and habits of King-
dom life. Further we believe that society can find good reason not to listento us on other
matters if our manner of life is so permeated by cultural sin inthisrespect. We therefore
believe that our lack of attention and unchanging practice inthis area is symptomatic of our
failureto be a beacon of the hope of the Kingdom in our society.

Therefore we call forthe churches of our denomination to give sustained attention to how
we understand and live out the Scriptures and the gospel, watching over one another until
we see significant movement that indicates a change in the way we live before a watching
world.
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To read the Baptist Times on this topic, go to http://www.baptisttimes.co.uk/news1.htm

To read Stephen Ibbotson on the eschatological hermeneutics of gender, click here and for ‘emerging or
submerging’, his further comments on this issue, click here

If you have comments on this debate you would like to see aired further, please send them to
stephen@jubileedebtcampaign.org.uk
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